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ADAPTER DEVICE FOR COUPLING AN
INDUSTRIAL FIELD INSTRUMENT TO AN
INDUSTRIAL WIRELESS NETWORK AND
RELATED SYSTEM AND METHOD

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATION AND PRIORITY CLAIM

This application claims priority under 35 U.S.C. §119(e) to
U.S. Provisional Patent Application No. 61/454,177 filed on
Mar. 18, 2011, which is hereby incorporate by reference.

TECHNICAL FIELD

This disclosure relates generally to industrial control sys-
tems. More specifically, this disclosure relates to an adapter
device for coupling an industrial field instrument to an indus-
trial wireless network and related system and method.

BACKGROUND

Industrial control and automation systems are often used to
automate large and complex industrial processes. These types
of systems routinely include wireless networks that facilitate
communications with a wide range of industrial field devices.
The field devices can include wireless sensors, wireless
actuators, and wireless controllers. There are multiple indus-
trial wireless network protocols being developed. One
example wireless network protocol being developed is the
ISA100.11a protocol.

In some circumstances, users may need to operate field
instruments using different protocols for the same applica-
tion, and these instruments may need to communicate with
each other. Since different wireless protocols are used, users
are often forced to have multiple wireless networks that com-
municate with a common wired control system. This typically
requires separate wireless infrastructures for each wireless
protocol. For example, an ISA100.11a network and a Wire-
less Highway Addressable Remote Transducer or
“W-HART” network (each with its own communication and
management infrastructure) may both be required if a user
wants to use a combination of ISA100.11a and W-HART
instruments for an application.

SUMMARY

This disclosure provides an adapter device for coupling an
industrial field instrument to an industrial wireless network
and related system and method.

In a first embodiment, a method includes coupling an
adapter device to a field instrument in an industrial control
system to provide a wireless communication capability to the
field instrument. The method also includes converting, by the
adapter device, information from a first protocol native to the
field instrument into a second protocol native to a wireless
network. The method further includes transmitting the infor-
mation to at least one other device over the wireless network.

In a second embodiment, an apparatus includes a first
interface configured to communicate with a field instrument
in an industrial control system. The apparatus also includes a
second interface configured to communicate with at least one
device over a wireless network. In addition, the apparatus
includes a controller configured to convert information from
a first protocol native to the field instrument into a second
protocol native to the wireless network and to transmit, via the
second interface, the information to the at least one other
device over the wireless network.
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In a third embodiment, a system includes a field instrument
in an industrial control system and an adapter device config-
ured to provide a wireless communication capability to the
field instrument. The adapter device includes a first interface
configured to communicate with the field instrument. The
adapter device also includes a second interface configured to
communicate with at least one device over a wireless net-
work. In addition, the adapter device includes a controller
configured convert information from a first protocol native to
the field instrument into a second protocol native to the wire-
less network and to transmit, via the second interface, the
information to the at least one other device over the wireless
network.

Other technical features may be readily apparent to one
skilled in the art from the following figures, descriptions, and
claims.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

For a more complete understanding of this disclosure, ref-
erence is now made to the following description, taken in
conjunction with the accompanying drawings, in which:

FIG. 1 illustrates an example industrial control and auto-
mation system according to this disclosure;

FIG. 2 illustrates an example field instrument according to
this disclosure;

FIG. 3 illustrates an example adapter device according to
this disclosure;

FIG. 4 illustrates an example protocol stack in an adapter
device in an industrial control and automation system accord-
ing to this disclosure;

FIG. 5 illustrates an example method for configuring and
provisioning an adapter device via a user device according to
this disclosure; and

FIGS. 6 through 8 illustrate example techniques for access-
ing data from a field device using a HART command set
according to this disclosure.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

FIGS. 1 through 8, discussed below, and the various
embodiments used to describe the principles of the present
invention in this patent document are by way of illustration
only and should not be construed in any way to limit the scope
of the invention. Those skilled in the art will understand that
the principles of the invention may be implemented in any
type of suitably arranged device or system.

FIG. 1 illustrates an example industrial control and auto-
mation system 100 according to this disclosure. As shown in
FIG. 1, the system 100 includes one or more process elements
102. The process elements 102 represent components in a
process system that perform any is of a wide variety of func-
tions. For example, the process elements 102 could represent
sensors, actuators, or any other or additional industrial equip-
ment in a processing environment. Each process element 102
includes any suitable structure for performing one or more
functions in a process system. Also, a process system repre-
sents any system or portion thereof configured to process one
or more materials in some manner.

A controller 104 is coupled to the process elements 102.
The controller 104 controls the operation of one or more of
the process elements 102. For example, the controller 104
could receive information associated with the process system,
such as sensor measurements from some of the process ele-
ments 102. The controller 104 could use this information to
generate control signals for others of the process elements
102 such as actuators, thereby adjusting the operation of those
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process elements 102. The controller 104 includes any suit-
able structure for controlling one or more process elements
102. The controller 104 could, for example, represent a com-
puting device executing a MICROSOFT WINDOWS or suit-
able real-time operating system.

A network 106 facilitates communication between various
components in the system 100. For example, the network 106
may communicate Internet Protocol (IP) packets, frame relay
frames, Asynchronous Transfer Mode (ATM) cells, or other
suitable information between network addresses. The net-
work 106 may include one or more local area networks,
metropolitan area networks, wide area networks, all or a
portion of a global network, or any other communication
system(s) at one or more locations. As a particular example,
the network 106 could include a FAULT TOLERANT ETH-
ERNET network from HONEYWELL INTERNATIONAL
INC.

The system 100 also includes one or more industrial wire-
less networks for communicating with wireless sensors or
other wireless field devices. In the example shown in FIG. 1,
an industrial wireless network includes field routers 108a-
108c and backbone routers 110a-1105. The field routers
108a-108¢ and backbone routers 110a-1105 wirelessly com-
municate with each other to form a wireless network, such as
a mesh network. For example, the field routers 108a-108¢
could receive data transmitted wirelessly from field instru-
ments 112a-112¢ and route the data to the backbone routers
1104-1105. The backbone routers 110a-1105 could receive
data from the field routers 108a-108¢ directly or indirectly
(such as through other field routers) and directly or indirectly
from the field instruments 112a-112¢ for transmission over a
backbone network 114. The field routers 1084-108¢ and
backbone routers 1104-1105 could also route data received
over the backbone network 114 to the field instruments 112a-
112e. In this way, the field routers 108a-108¢ and backbone
routers 110a-1105 form a network that can provide wireless
coverage to field instruments and other devices in a specified
area, such as alarge industrial complex. The wireless network
can support any suitable industrial wireless network
protocol(s), such as ISA100.11a.

In this example, the field routers 108a-108¢ and backbone
routers 110a-1105 generally represent routing devices that
store and forward messages for other devices and that are
typically line-powered, meaning these devices receive oper-
ating power from external sources (such as AC supply lines).
However, a field or backbone router could represent a device
powered by a local power supply, such as an internal battery
(referred to as locally-powered). The field instruments 112a-
112e¢ generally represent non-routing devices that are rou-
tinely locally-powered, although a field instrument could pro-
vide routing functionality or be line-powered.

Each field router 1084-108¢ and backbone router 110a-
1104 includes any suitable structure facilitating wireless
communications, such as a radio frequency (RF) frequency-
hopping spread spectrum (FHSS) or direct sequence spread
spectrum (DSSS) transceiver. Each of the backbone routers
110a-1105 also includes any suitable structure facilitating
communication over the backbone network 114, such as an
Ethernet transceiver. The backbone network 114 includes any
suitable network for transporting data, suchas a FAULT TOL-
ERANT ETHERNET network, a wireless mesh network, or
other wired or wireless network.

A gateway 116 couples the network 106 and the backbone
network 114. The gateway 116 can perform security func-
tions to allow only authorized traffic to flow between the
networks 106 and 114. The gateway 116 can also perform
translation functions to translate between protocols. The gate-

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

4

way 116 includes any suitable structure for providing access
to networks and translating between protocols used by those
networks.

A wireless configuration and OLE for Process Control
(OPC) server 118 can configure and control various aspects of
the system 100. For example, the server 118 could configure
the operation of the field routers 108a-108c¢, backbone routers
110a-11054, and field instruments 112a-112e¢. The server 118
could also support security in the system 100, such as by
distributing cryptographic keys or other security data to vari-
ous wireless devices or other components. The server 118
includes any suitable structure for configuring wireless net-
works and providing security information.

In particular embodiments, various devices in the wireless
network of FIG. 1 form a mesh network communicating at 2.4
GHzor 5.8 GHz. Also, in particular embodiments, data can be
injected into the wireless mesh network through the routers or
field instruments, thus providing versatile, multifunctional,
plant-wide coverage for wireless sensing, asset location
tracking, personnel tracking, wireless communications, and
any other or additional functionality as desired.

In one aspect of operation, at least one of the field instru-
ments 112a-112¢ may lack the ability to communicate over
the wireless network using the appropriate wireless network
protocol. For example, at least one of the field instruments
112a-112e could be a legacy field device that previously was
not equipped with the specified communication capability.
Alternatively, the field instrument could communicate using a
Highway Addressable Remote Transducer (HART), wireless
HART (W-HART), or other field instrument protocol, and the
wireless network could support an ISA100.11a or other
industrial wireless network protocol. To allow that field
instrument to communicate over the wireless network, an
adapter device 120 can be provided. An adapter device 120
communicates with an associated field instrument 1124-112¢
to obtain outgoing data from or provide incoming data to the
field instrument. The adapter device 120 also wirelessly
transmits the outgoing data or wirelessly receives the incom-
ing data over the wireless network using the appropriate wire-
less network protocol. Additionally, the adapter device 120
can be configured to convert (i.e., translate) a protocol used by
the field instrument 1124-112¢ into a protocol used by the
wireless network. In this way, the adapter device 120 allows a
HART, W-HART, or other field instrument to communicate
within an ISA100.11a or other wireless network, without the
need for communication and network management infra-
structures supporting multiple wireless protocols.

Inparticular embodiments, the adapter device 120 supports
the ISA100.11a communication protocol and couples to a
HART or W-HART field instrument through a two-wire, 4-20
mA wired communication modem. Through this connection,
the adapter device 120 is able to read HART application data
from the field instrument. This data then can be transported
over an ISA100.11a communication layer. All HART and
W-HART devices are required to provide this interface for
provisioning and handheld reader support. This functionality
can be achieved through the definition of a common-practice
user layer HART interface object for field instruments. The
HART interface object can be contained within an
ISA100.11a user application process (UAP).

In particular embodiments, the adapter device 120 receives
a unique identifier associated with its associated field instru-
ment 112a-112e¢. The unique identifier identifies the field
instrument 112a-112¢ and can be used by the network to
identify where on the network the field instrument 112a-112¢
is located. The adapter device 120 also can transmit the
unique identifier along with a protocol attribute. The protocol
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attribute is configured to inform other devices on the wireless
network which protocol the field instrument 112a-112¢ is
using. For example, the protocol attribute could reference that
the field instrument 112a-112¢is a HART device. Thereafter,
any device on the network needing to communicate with a
HART device can determine which devices are HART
devices and where the HART devices are located on the
network.

A field instrument 112a-112e on a standard wired HART
interface is often limited to (i) a query/response mechanism
using HART-based commands and (ii) an unsolicited
response mode transmission referred to as HART burst mode
where the field device periodically sends process data at a
predetermined update rate. These communication methods
were designed and optimized for data transfer over a two-wire
master/slave communication interface. The HART-based
protocol did not consider transport or network services and in
many cases combined the application layer features to control
physical layer aspects. As a result, simply encapsulating a
HART protocol into the ISA100.11a protocol does not
achieve the desired addressing, efficiency, and functionality
for a distributed wireless network. By using an interface
object to interface a HART field instrument 112¢-112¢ onto a
wireless network, the HART field instrument 112a-112¢ can
be provided with the necessary and standard ISA100.11a
features and services for network communications. These
features and services include the ability for the interface to be
identified as a standard ISA100.11a addressable object with
standard ISA100.11a application services of read, write, pub-
lish, subscribe, and method execution.

In some embodiments, external devices can be connected
through an interface to access the interface object using
ISA100.11a services to invoke specific functions exposed by
a HART proxy host application executing in the adapter
device. These functions can include open, send, receive, and
close.

The open function can instruct the HART application asso-
ciated with the selected interface to prepare the HART inter-
face for communication. This may include checking that a
HART device is connected and determining the unique iden-
tifier for data transactions. The send operation can instruct the
application associated with the selected interface to send a
specific command to the connected HART device. The send
operation could be blocking (where it waits for a response
before returning) or non-blocking (where it returns with an
acknowledgement that the command was successfully sent
and the response can be returned by polling with a receive
operation). The close operation can instruct the application
associated with the selected interface to terminate communi-
cation with the field device and possibly put the interface in a
low power state. By use of these exposed functions, an appli-
cation running in a handheld or other device can utilize the
interface object as a remote modem interface to send and
receive without the need to be concerned with HART protocol
features such as preambles, bus arbitration, device discovery,
and other data and physical layer features. In this way, the
HART protocol is not used over the interface, but instead only
the HART commands and HART response data are trans-
ferred by using ISA100.11a standard services by means of the
functions and attributes exposed by the interface object.

The adapter device 120 can also support an ISA100.11a
object or some other object associated with a different wire-
less network protocol. An ISA100.11a object could provide
access over the wireless network to a remote HART modem
or other interface using remote methods that are implemented
in the ISA100.11a object. The adapter device 120 also allows
mapping of standard ISA100.11a object types (such as Al,
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AQ, DI, and DO) to standard HART or other field instrument
protocol object types (such as PV, SV, TV, and QV). This
allows the object types to be published and shared amongst
not only HART devices but also other devices on the
ISA100.11a network using true peer-to-peer publisher-sub-
scriber services.

Using this functionality, a rich information model that con-
tains a converged, interoperable user layer supporting exist-
ing user layer application concepts can be used to provide a
common and comprehensive information view. This
approach is sufficient to support a wide variety of process
control applications, such as sensing, actuation, and control in
the field. Block-oriented processes that are richer and better
can be used to support the view of both enterprise semantics
(such as those defined by ISA100.11a) and command-ori-
ented application processes (such as defined by HART) to
meet the needs of older conventional systems via a single
common user layer, application protocol, and communication
stack. Because of the commonality of access, the unified user
layer also promotes the deployment of simplified end-to-end
analysis applications that require less programming and less
conversion overhead.

In this example, only two of the field instruments 1124 and
112¢ are associated with adapter devices 120. The adapter
devices 120 could perform a range of functions for the instru-
ments 112a and 112¢, from merely reading process variable
(PV) data and transmitting it wirelessly to full two-way inter-
action and control. The remaining field instruments 1124-
112d may natively support a wireless protocol used by the
wireless network and not need an adapter device 120. Note,
however, that this is for illustration only.

Each adapter device 120 includes any suitable structure for
coupling to a field instrument and supporting communica-
tions using a wireless protocol. Each adapter device 120
could have one of multiple form factors depending on its use.
For instance, an adapter device 120 is could be a separate
device physically mounted on a field instrument, a separate
device tethered to a field instrument by a cable or other
communication link, or an integrated device within a field
instrument.

Although FIG. 1 illustrates one example of an industrial
control and automation system 100, various changes may be
made to FIG. 1. For example, the system 100 could include
any number of each component. Also, the functional division
shown in FIG. 1 is for illustration only. Various components in
FIG. 1 could be combined, subdivided, or omitted and addi-
tional components could be added according to particular
needs. Further, while the wireless network is illustrated as
being used along with a wired controller 104 and wired pro-
cess elements 102, one or more wireless networks could be
used in a system without wired control elements. In addition,
FIG. 1 illustrates one example operational environment
where an adapter device 120 supporting field instrument com-
munications over a wireless network can be used. This func-
tionality could be used in any other suitable system.

FIG. 2 illustrates an example field instrument 112 accord-
ing to this disclosure. The field instrument 112 could be used
in the system 100 of FIG. 1 or in any other suitable system.

As shown in FIG. 2, the field instrument 112 includes field
instrument circuitry 202. The circuitry 202 generally per-
forms the industrial control/automation function(s) of the
field instrument 112. For example, the circuitry 202 could
include sensing and signal processing circuitry within an
industrial process sensor. The circuitry 202 could also include
actuating circuitry for making adjustments to an industrial
process within an industrial actuator. The circuitry 202 could
further include processing circuitry for determining how to
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adjust an industrial process within a process controller. Any
other or additional circuitry 202 supporting any other or addi-
tional functions could be used in the field instrument 112.

The field instrument 112 also includes at least one interface
204. The interface 204 supports communications between the
field device circuitry 202 and another device coupled to the
field instrument 112. The interface 204 could, for example,
retrieve outgoing data to be transmitted from the circuitry 202
and provide that data to the coupled device. The interface 204
could also provide incoming data received from the coupled
device to the circuitry 202. The interface 204 includes any
suitable structure for supporting communications of data
between components. In particular embodiments, the inter-
face 204 could support any suitable protocol for interacting
with a field instrument, such as the highway addressable
remote transducer (HART) or wireless HART (W-HART). In
other embodiments, the interface 204 includes a serial inter-
face. Note that any other suitable interface(s) could be used,
depending on the industrial field device protocol(s) used by
the field instrument 112.

The field instrument 112 further includes a controller 210,
which controls the overall operation of the instrument 112.
For example, the controller 210 could control the communi-
cation of data to and from the coupled device. The controller
210 could also control the process control/automation func-
tionality performed by the field instrument 112. In addition,
the controller 210 could execute the functionality associated
with HART interface objects or interface objects for other
field device protocols as described below. The controller 210
includes is any suitable structure for controlling operation of
a field instrument. As particular examples, the controller 210
could represent a processor, microprocessor, microcontroller,
field programmable gate array, digital signal processor, or
other processing or control device(s).

A memory 212 is coupled to the controller 210. The
memory 212 stores any of a wide variety of information used,
collected, or generated by the field instrument 112. For
example, the memory 212 could store information transmit-
ted over or received from a wireless network. The memory
212 includes any suitable volatile and/or non-volatile storage
and retrieval device(s).

Although FIG. 2 illustrates one example of a field instru-
ment 112, various changes may be made to FIG. 2. For
example, the field instrument 112 could include any number
of each component. Also, the functional division shown in
FIG. 2 is for illustration only. Various components in FIG. 2
could be combined, subdivided, or omitted and additional
components could be added according to particular needs.

FIG. 3 illustrates an example adapter device 120 according
to this disclosure. The adapter device 120 could be used in the
industrial control and automation system 100 of FIG. 1 or in
any other suitable system.

As shown in this example, the adapter device 120 includes
a field instrument interface (I/F) 302. The interface 302 sup-
ports communications with at least one field instrument 112.
The interface 302 could, for example, retrieve outgoing data
to be transmitted wirelessly from the field instrument 112.
The interface 302 could also provide incoming data received
wirelessly to the field instrument 112. The interface 302
includes any suitable structure for communicating with a field
instrument 112. In is particular embodiments, the interface
302 includes a two-wire, 4-20 mA wired communication
modem for coupling to a HART or W-HART field instrument.
In other embodiments, the interface 302 includes a serial
interface. Note that any other suitable interface(s) could be
used, such as an inter-processor Serial Communication Inter-
face (SCI). This can provide a way for a field instrument
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vendor to create a field instrument that is compatible with the
HART command set and that is accessible over the
ISA100.11a network, without the need for a wired HART
interface. By doing so, a battery-powered wireless field
instrument can be designed that supports HART commands
as a basis for application data access.

A wireless radio 304 is coupled to an antenna 306. The
wireless radio 304 and antenna 306 can be used to commu-
nicate wirelessly with one or more field or backbone routers
in a wireless network. The wireless radio 304 supports the
necessary protocol(s) for communicating over an industrial
wireless network. The wireless radio 304 includes any suit-
able structure for providing signals for wireless transmission
and/or for obtaining signals received wirelessly. The antenna
306 represents any suitable structure for transmitting and/or
receiving wireless signals. In some embodiments, the wire-
less radio 304 represents an RF transceiver, such as an RF
FHSS or DSSS transceiver. As a particular example, the wire-
less radio 304 could be implemented using a FREESCALE or
MSP430 processor. Also, the antenna 306 could represent an
RF antenna. Note that any other suitable wireless signals
could be used to communicate and that the wireless radio
could include a transmitter and a separate receiver.

The adapter device 120 further includes a controller 308,
which controls the overall operation of the adapter device
120. For example, the controller 308 could control the com-
munication of data to and from the field instrument 112. The
controller 308 could also control the communication of data
to and from the wireless radio 304. In addition, the controller
308 could execute the functionality associated with HART
interface objects (or interface objects associated with other
field instrument protocols) in order to support adapter or
translation functionality. The controller 308 includes any
suitable structure for controlling operation of an adapter
device 120. As particular examples, the controller 308 could
represent a processor, microprocessor, microcontroller, field
programmable gate array, digital signal processor, or other
processing or control device(s).

A memory 310 is coupled to the controller 308. The
memory 310 stores any of a wide variety of information used,
collected, or generated by the adapter device 120. For
example, the memory 310 could store information received
over a wireless network that is to be transmitted to a field
instrument or vice versa. The memory 310 includes any suit-
able volatile and/or non-volatile storage and retrieval
device(s).

While not shown, the adapter device 120 could include any
suitable source(s) of operating power. For example, the
adapter device 120 could be powered by an internal power
supply, such as a battery, fuel cell, or solar cell. Instead of, or
in addition to, an internal power supply, the adapter device
120 could be designed to scavenge power through the inter-
face 302.

In some embodiments, an adapter device 120 can be inte-
grated into a field instrument 112. In these embodiments, the
components of the adapter device 120 in FIG. 3 could repre-
sent components already present in the field instrument 112,
such as in the interfaces 204 of the field instrument 112. In
that case, the components in the field instrument 112 could be
upgraded or replaced to support the use of the appropriate
interface objects and wireless network protocols.

In one aspect of operation, at least one field instrument
includes or is coupled to an adapter device 120 that supports
(1) local configuration and monitoring of the field device; (ii)
provisioning of the field device onto the wireless network;
and (iii) communication of data between the field instrument
and other devices through the wireless network. The adapter
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device 120 can support out-of-band (OOB) communications,
meaning the communications occur outside of the wireless
network. The adapter device 120 can also support the local
update or translation of a foreign protocol for the field instru-
ment 112, such as when the field instrument 112 is a legacy
protocol device. The adapter device 120 allows a user device,
such as a personal digital assistant (PDA) or other handheld/
portable device, to interact with the field instrument 112 and
to configure the adapter device 120 to communicate with the
field instrument 112, as well as to configure and provision the
field instrument 112 onto the wireless network.

In some embodiments, the adapter device 120 can be a
self-contained adapter configured to couple to and to provide
acommunication capability, such as wireless communication
capability, to a legacy field instrument 112 that previously
was not equipped with the specified communication capabil-
ity. For example, the adapter device 120 can be a one-wire-
less-adapter (OWA) that can provide a wireless communica-
tion capability to the field instrument 112. The adapter device
120 could also use any suitable technology to communicate
with an external device. For instance, the adapter device 120
could include an infrared interface, a radio interface, or other
wireless interface or a wired interface.

Although FIG. 3 illustrates one example of an adapter
device 120, various changes may be made to FIG. 3. For
example, the adapter device 120 could include any number of
each component. Also, the functional divisions shown in FIG.
3 are forillustration only. Various components in FIG. 3 could
be combined, subdivided, or omitted and additional compo-
nents could be added according to particular needs.

FIG. 4 illustrates an example protocol stack 400 in an
adapter device 120 in an industrial control and automation
system according to this disclosure. In particular, FIG. 4
illustrates a protocol stack 400 supporting the use of the
ISA100.11a protocol for HART field device data access. Of
course, the interface object extension to the ISA100.11a stack
can be implemented using other field device command pro-
cessors. The protocol stack can vary depending on the wire-
less communication mechanism used.

As shown in FIG. 4, the protocol stack 400 is associated
with the adapter device 120 attached to the field instrument
112. In some embodiments, when the adapter device 120 is an
internal component of the field instrument 112, the protocol
stack 400 is associated with the field instrument 112.

In this example, the protocol stack 400 includes various
layers 404 supporting the ISA100.11a protocol. The layers
404 include a physical layer 406, a data layer 408, a network
layer 410, and a transport layer 412 (which could support the
standard OSI model functions). The layers 404 also include
an application layer 414, which can include an application
sub-layer, and a user process layer 416. The application layer
414 provides a level of abstraction by making it unnecessary
for higher layers to know what types of services are available
atthe transport level and the extent of services available at that
level. The application layer 414 also executes various appli-
cations that communicate with each other and with lower
layers. The user process layer 416 provides an additional
layer for higher-level applications.

The protocol stack 400 further includes various objects for
managing different aspects of the field instrument 112. For
example, objects are used to manage the field instrument 112,
security for the field instrument 112, and user applications
executed by the field instrument 112, respectively. Also, an
interface object 436 facilitates the use of a foreign protocol
instrument application in the field instrument 112. Here, the
communication interface to the application layer 414 allows
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local access to both native objects and non-ISA100.11a pro-
tocol applications by use of the foreign device interface object
436.

In some embodiments, the adapter device 120 includes a
host proxy configured to communicate with another proxy,
such as a proxy in another adapter device 120 or a proxy
application on an external device. The host proxy can nego-
tiate communication such as transmission of PV information
periodically. The host proxy can also negotiate a contract for
scheduled responses to queries. For example, the adapter
device 120 can send responses at scheduled intervals in an
optimized mode such that the entire packet of information is
not sent, but rather a short-hand version of the packet is sent.

Also, in some embodiments, a provisioning tool configures
the adapter device 120 to manage wireless communications
for the field instrument 112. Therefore, the field instrument
112 sees the adapter device 120 as a legacy interface (such as
a wired interface) and communicates normally, while the
adapter device 120 communicates the information wirelessly.
The adapter device 120 can translate the information (e.g.,
protocol) from the legacy field instrument 112 into a protocol
best optimized for transmission on the wireless network at
that time. Therefore, the adapter device 120 can provide
methods for exposing communications onto the network such
that any legacy field instrument 112 can be incorporated onto
the wireless network. As such, the legacy field instrument 112
talks as a native device on the wireless network. The legacy
field device 112 through the adapter device 120 can send PV
information to any other instrument 112 in a standard form.
The adapter device 120 converts the protocol of the legacy
field device 120 into the standard form, such as HART to
MODBUS. Once the adapter device 120 converts the infor-
mation from the legacy field instrument 112 into the native
wireless protocol, the information can be translated into any
other protocol by other adapter devices 120, field instruments
112, and so forth.

Moreover, in some embodiments, a provisioning tool can
host other applications that allow an operator to configure a
field instrument using a legacy protocol. That is, the provi-
sioning tool can transmit information to the adapter device
120, which strips the information to the bare application
information and communicates the bare application informa-
tion to the legacy field instrument 112. Therefore, the provi-
sioning tool can communicate through the adapter device 120
to configure the legacy field instrument 112, regardless of the
legacy protocol utilized by the field instrument 112. Accord-
ingly, the adapter device 120 accepts commands from the
provisioning tool in order to provision the adapter device to
communicate with the legacy field instrument 112 as well as
to provision the adapter device 120, and the associated legacy
field instrument 112, onto the wireless network.

In addition, in some embodiments, the adapter device 120
can send the unique ID of'the legacy field instrument 112 as an
attribute on the interface object 436. This allows the gateway
116 to identify the field instrument 112 as well as the protocol
of'the field instrument 112. The gateway 116 further can map
the location of the field instrument 112 on the network based
on the unique ID and protocol type of the field instrument
112. That is, the gateway 116 can indicate an address of the
field instrument 112 and that the field instrument 112 is a
HART device. Therefore, any other device on the system 100
can find the field instrument 112, such as when looking for a
HART device.

Although FIG. 4 illustrates one example of a protocol stack
400 in an adapter device 120 in an industrial control and
automation system, various changes may be made to FIG. 4.
For example, as noted above, the use of ISA100.11a is for
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illustration only. Also, any other or additional layers could be
used in the adapter device 120 to support the various functions
of the adapter device 120.

FIG. 5 illustrates an example method 500 for configuring
and provisioning an adapter device 120 via a user device
according to this disclosure. As shown in FIG. 5, an adapter
device 120 is coupled a field instrument 112 at step 502. This
could include initiating a wired communication link between
the adapter device 120 and the field instrument 112 using
interface 204.

At step 504, the adapter device 120 is communicatively
coupled to a user device. This could include, for example,
physically coupling a provisioning device to the adapter
device 120 using a wired interface. This could also include
initiating an infrared or other wireless communication ses-
sion between the provisioning device and the adapter device
120 using a wireless radio 304.

The adapter device 120 is configured at step 506. This
could include, for example, an operator selecting an operating
mode, such as a configuration mode, of the provisioning
device. In the configuration mode, the provisioning device
configures the adapter device 120 to communicate with the
field instrument 112. For example, the provisioning device
can configure the adapter 112 to communicate with the field
instrument 112 using a protocol native to the field instrument
112.

Provisioning data is provided to the adapter device 120 at
step 508. This could include, for example, the operator select-
ing an operating mode, such as a provisioning mode, of the
provisioning device. When running in the provisioning mode,
the provisioning device communicates provisioning data,
such as a wireless network identifier and wireless security
credentials, to the adapter device 120. As part of the provi-
sioning, the provisioning device may or may not communi-
cate an identified location to the adapter device 120.

At step 510, the adapter device 120 receives communica-
tions from the wireless network. This can include receiving
information in a protocol configured for the wireless network.
The adapter device 120 converts the information into a field
instrument protocol native to the field instrument 112 at step
512. At step 514, the adapter device 120 receives information
from the field instrument 112 in the field instrument protocol.
The adapter device 120 converts the information into the
wireless network protocol in step 516.

Although FIG. 5 illustrates one example of a method 500
for configuring and provisioning an adapter device 120 via a
user device, various changes may be made to FIG. 5. For
example, while shown as a series of steps, various steps in
FIG. 5 could overlap, occur in parallel, occur multiple times,
or occur in a different order.

FIGS. 6 through 8 illustrate example techniques for access-
ing data from a field instrument 112 using a HART command
set according to this disclosure. Note that other field instru-
ment 112 protocols could be supported by the adapter device
120 and field instrument 112.

In the example illustrated in FIG. 6, an interface object
accesses a field device database 602 by use of a HART pro-
tocol adapter 120. The adapter 120 is configured to provide a
wireless communication capability to the field instrument
112. In this example, the field instrument 112 includes a
HART modem 606, and the adapter 120 includes the radio
304 and a HART modem 610. The adapter 120 can be coupled
to the field instrument 112 via a HART field network 612
established between the HART modems 606 and 610.

In the example illustrated in FIG. 7, an interface object
accesses a field device database 710 using inter-processor
communications. The communications can be HART-based
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or based on any other suitable protocol. In FIG. 7, the field
instrument 112 includes a radio capability provided by an
adapter device 120. The adapter device 120 may have been
installed after manufacture of the field instrument of concur-
rent with manufacture of the field instrument 112.
ISA100.11a communications 704 are based on the inter-pro-
cessor communications. In addition, a communication link
between a HART interface object 708 and the field device
database 710 can be based on the inter-processor communi-
cations 706.

In the example illustrated in FIG. 8, an interface object
accesses a field device database 810 using HART commands.
In FIG. 8, the field instrument 112 includes a radio capability
provided adapter device 120. ISA100.11a communications
804 are based on the inter-processor communications. How-
ever, a HART interface object 808 can access the field device
database 810 via HART-based commands, without the need
for a physical connection as shown in the example of FIG. 6
and without inter-processor communications as shown in the
example of FIG. 7.

Using these techniques, existing HART-based or other
field devices can be efficiently evolved to ISA100.11a or
other wireless devices. This promotes the use of the
ISA100.11a or other wireless standard in existing industrial
facilities and with field devices manufactured without wire-
less capabilities.

Although FIGS. 6 through 8 illustrate examples of tech-
niques for accessing data from a field device using a HART
command set, various changes may be made to FIGS. 5
through 7. For example, the interface 120 could be used to
support both configuration/monitoring of a field device and
provisioning of the field device onto a wireless network in any
other suitable manner.

In some embodiments, various functions described above
are implemented or supported by a computer program that is
formed from computer readable program code and that is
embodied in a computer readable medium. The phrase “com-
puter readable program code” includes any type of computer
code, including source code, object code, and executable
code. The phrase “computer readable medium” includes any
type of medium capable of being accessed by a computer,
such as read only memory (ROM), random access memory
(RAM), a hard disk drive, a compact disc (CD), a digital video
disc (DVD), or any other type of memory.

It may be advantageous to set forth definitions of certain
words and phrases used throughout this patent document. The
term “couple” and its derivatives refer to any direct or indirect
communication between two or more elements, whether or
not those elements are in physical contact with one another.
The terms “include” and “comprise,” as well as derivatives
thereof, mean inclusion without limitation. The term “or” is
inclusive, meaning and/or. The phrase “at least one of,” when
used with a list of items, means that different combinations of
one or more of the listed items may be used, and only one item
in the list may be needed. For example, “at least one of A, B,
and C” includes any of the following combinations: A, B, C,
A and B, A and C, B and C, and A and B and C. The phrase
“associated with,” as well as derivatives thereof, may mean to
include, be included within, interconnect with, contain, be
contained within, connect to or with, couple to or with, be
communicable with, cooperate with, interleave, juxtapose, be
proximate to, be bound to or with, have, have a property of,
have a relationship to or with, or the like.

While this disclosure has described certain embodiments
and generally associated methods, alterations and permuta-
tions of these embodiments and methods will be apparent to
those skilled in the art. Accordingly, the above description of
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example embodiments does not define or constrain this dis-
closure. Other changes, substitutions, and alterations are also
possible without departing from the spirit and scope of this
disclosure, as defined by the following claims.

What is claimed is:

1. A method comprising:

coupling an adapter device to a field instrument in an
industrial control system to provide a wireless commu-
nication capability to the field instrument;

receiving information from the field instrument in a HART-
based protocol native to the field instrument;

translating, by the adapter device, the information from the
HART-based protocol into an International Society of
Automation (ISA) 100.11a protocol native to an indus-
trial wireless network;

transmitting the information in the ISA 100.11a protocol to
at least one other device over the industrial wireless
network;

sending a unique identifier for the field instrument to the at
least one other device; and

negotiating a scheduled communication with the at least
one other device over the industrial wireless network;

wherein the adapter device and the field instrument are
configured and provisioned onto the industrial wireless
network in order to communicate with at least one of a
field router and a backbone router in the industrial wire-
less network.

2. The method of claim 1, further comprising:

communicatively coupling a user device to the adapter
device in order to configure and provision the adapter
device.

3. The method of claim 2, further comprising:

configuring the adapter device to communicate with the
field instrument using the HART-based protocol.

4. The method of claim 2, further comprising:

configuring the adapter device to communicate with the
wireless network using the ISA 100.11a protocol.

5. The method of claim 1, further comprising:

sending the information regarding the HART-based proto-
col to the at least one other device.

6. The method of claim 1, wherein the information in the

scheduled communication is in a short-hand format.
7. The method of claim 1, wherein the information is trans-
mitted via an interface object of the HART-based protocol
that is contained within a user application process of the ISA
100.11a protocol.
8. The method of claim 1, further comprising:
receiving a wireless network identifier and wireless secu-
rity credentials for the industrial wireless network.
9. The method of claim 1, further comprising:
transmitting, to the field instrument, an invocation of a
specific function of the field instrument.
10. An apparatus comprising:
a first interface configured to communicate with a field
instrument in an industrial control system;
a second interface configured to communicate with at least
one other device over an industrial wireless network;
and
a controller configured to:
receive, via the first interface, information from the field
instrument in a HART-based protocol native to the
field instrument;

translate the information from the HART-based protocol
into an International Society of Automation (ISA)
100.11a protocol native to the industrial wireless net-
work;

14

transmit, via the second interface, the information to the
at least one other device in the ISA 100.11a protocol

over the industrial wireless network;
send a unique identifier for the field instrument to the at

5 least one other device; and

negotiate a scheduled communication with the at least
one other device over the industrial wireless network;
wherein the apparatus is operable to be configured and
provisioned onto the industrial wireless network in order

10 to communicate with at least one of a field router and a

backbone router in the industrial wireless network.

11. The apparatus of claim 10, wherein the controller is
configured to receive, via the second interface, at least one of
configuration and provisioning data from a user device.

15 12. The apparatus of claim 11, wherein the configuration
data comprises information to configure the controller to
communicate with the field instrument using the HART-
based protocol.

13. The apparatus of claim 11, wherein the provisioning

20 data comprises information to configure the controller to
communicate with the industrial wireless network using the
ISA 100.11a protocol.

14. The apparatus of claim 10, wherein the controller is
configured to send the information regarding the HART-

25 based protocol to the at least one other device.

15. A system comprising:

a field instrument in an industrial control system; and

an adapter device coupled to the field instrument, the

adapter device configured to provide a wireless commu-

30 nication capability to the field instrument, the adapter

device comprising:

afirst interface configured to communicate with the field
instrument;

a second interface configured to communicate with at

35 least one other device over an industrial wireless net-

work; and
a controller configured to:
receive, via the first interface, information from the
field instrument in a HART-based protocol native

40 to the field instrument;

translate the information from the HART-based pro-
tocol into an International Society of Automation
(ISA) 100.11a protocol native to the industrial
wireless network;

45 transmit, via the second interface, the information to
the at least one other device in the (ISA) 100.11a
protocol over the industrial wireless network;

send a unique identifier for the field instrument to the
at least one other device; and

50 negotiate a scheduled communication with the at least
one other device over the industrial wireless net-
work;

wherein the adapter device and the field instrument are

operable to be configured and provisioned onto the

55 industrial wireless network in order to communicate

with at least one of a field router and a backbone router
in the industrial wireless network.

16. The system of claim 15, wherein the controller is con-
figured to receive, via the second interface, at least one of

60 configuration and provisioning data from a user device.

17. The system of claim 16, wherein:

the configuration data comprises information to configure

the controller to communicate with the field instrument
using the HART-based protocol; and

65  the provisioning data comprises information to configure

the controller to communicate with the industrial wire-
less network using the ISA 100.11a protocol.
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18. The system of claim 15, wherein the controller is con-
figured to send the information regarding the HART-based
protocol to the at least one other device.
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